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Project Description

Wild turkeys are a resident game bird in California (Fish and Game Code Section 3500),
and they are currently well established in much of the lower elevation oak woodlands statewide. 
Most of these occupied habitats are privately owned, offering limited hunting opportunity for the
general public.  Additional suitable habitat is available on higher elevation public lands that are
not currently well occupied by turkeys.

The proposed project involves the capture and release of wild turkeys (Meleagris
gallopavo) into the wild by the Department of Fish and Game.   This project is intended to
expand wild turkey populations on public lands and provide additional hunting opportunities for
the public, consistent with Fish and Game Commission Policy regarding Department
management of resident upland game birds.  The environmental impacts associated with hunting
of wild turkeys are addressed in the Department’s resident game bird hunting environmental
document.

Seven sites are proposed for wild turkey releases in El Dorado, Plumas, Sierra, Lassen,
Mendocino, Shasta, and Trinity Counties (see attached map).  All of the proposed release sites
are on U.S. Forest Service lands.  Turkeys were released at each of the proposed sites in El
Dorado, Plumas, Sierra, Lassen, and Trinity Counties in early 1999, and they are also known to
exist in the project area of the proposed Mendocino and Shasta County release sites from earlier
releases.  These proposed releases are intended to enhance existing populations that are not well
established in each of these counties.  

Approximately 50 turkeys in a 3:1 sex ratio (females:males) will be released at each of
the proposed sites, beginning during the winter of 2000/2001.  Source stock for release may
come from both in and out-of-state sources, to match the best adapted subspecies of wild turkey
to the habitat conditions at the proposed release sites.  Wild turkeys captured for translocation
will be tested for avian diseases of concern in wild turkeys and domestic poultry.  Prior to
release, the risk of transmission of infectious disease from captured turkeys will be evaluated
according to Department disease testing protocols by a Department or other qualified
veterinarian.  Captured wild turkeys will only be released if they are judged to be of no
significant disease risk to other wild or domestic fowl.  A portion of the released population at
each release site will be radio-marked and monitored by the Department following release to
determine movements, survival, productivity, habitat use, and food habits.  The project,
including the release of turkeys and post-release monitoring may last for up to 3 years.  The
attached maps illustrate the approximate locations of the proposed release sites.  The actual
location will depend on accessability to the area during the winter months.  If the site can not be
accessed, birds will be released at the nearest possible suitable location not more than 5 miles
from the specified site.   



In addition to range expansion, the Department is occasionally requested to remove
locally undesirable turkeys from urban areas, agricultural areas, and parks.  Turkeys are currently
proposed for removal from Cuyamaca Rancho State Park in San Diego County, and they will be
released at the proposed Trinity County release site.  Turkeys trapped by the Department at other
undetermined sites will be released at Department-owned Wildlife Areas that currently have
established turkey populations (see attached map).  These releases will not likely result in
additional range expansion.   

Possible Environmental Effects

Possible environmental effects of the proposed project are primarily to biological
resources.  A copy of the initial study conducted by the Department is attached. 

Because wild turkeys are not native to California, the introduction of this species into
new ecosystems may have an impact to native plants and animals.  Wild turkeys are
opportunistic omnivores and they may utilize sensitive plants and animals through foraging
activities to the point of decline.  Impacts may also result from competition possibly resulting in
displacement of other animals.  

Endangered, threatened, and rare plants and animals may be found in each of the
proposed project areas, including those listed under the California Endangered Species Act, the
Federal Endangered Species Act, and by the California Native Plant Society.  The extent of
potential impacts to these species is unclear.  Wild turkeys have existed in many counties in
California for several decades, and to date no negative impacts to any organisms have been
documented.  The Department will evaluate the potential effects of the proposed releases to these
species through a review of the available literature on wild turkey habitat relationships, foraging
ecology, and food habits.     

Removal of non-desirable wild turkeys may impact local populations of wild turkeys in
the removal area.  The preferred and primary method for removal of non-desirable turkeys will
be by trapping and translocation, however, some circumstances may require removal through
lethal means.    























Explanation of potentially significant impacts determined in the initial study. 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

a) There are several sensitive species, including species listed under the Federal and California
Endangered Species Acts, at each of the proposed release sites.  The introduction of wild turkeys
to these areas has potential to impact these species through predation and competition for
resources.

b) Because introduced wild turkeys may have an impact on sensitive species as described in
section IVa, there may also be an impact to sensitive natural communities.

d) The introduction of wild turkeys could have an impact to established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors similarly to the impacts described in section IVa.

f) Because wild turkeys may impact sensitive species as described earlier, they may impact areas
adopted as a Habitat Conservation Plan.  Wild turkeys may also be removed from areas in
southern California that are part of the Natural Community Conservation Planning area. 
Because wild turkeys are not a native component of those ecosystems, removal should not be
significant.

IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING

b) If an areas adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect contains
sensitive biological resources, the project may have an impact to those biological resources as
previously described in section IV.

c) If a habitat conservation plan contains sensitive biological resources, the project may have an
impact to those biological resources as previously described in section IV.




